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The N-Acyl Group of Oxonitine 

Oxon i t i ne  is a n  o x i d a t i o n  p r o d u c t  of acon i t ine  in w h i c h  
t h e  a c o n i t i n e  N - a l k y l  h a s  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  to  a n  N-acy l  
g roup .  O x o n i t i a e  was  f i r s t  f o r m u l a t e d  b y  JAcoBs  ~ as  
C~H4~O~N. Since  acon i t ine ,  w h i c h  car r ies  a N - e t h y l  
g roup ,  a n d  m e s a c o n i t i n e  w h i c h  is t h e  N - m e t h y l  a n a l o g  
of a c o n i t i n e  were  r e p o r t e d  2 to  y ie ld  t h e  s a m e  oxon i t ine ,  
i t  wou ld  s eem logical  to  conc lude  t h a t  o x o n i t i n e  is a n  
N - f o r m y l  de r iva t i ve .  Howeve r ,  JAcoBs ~ l a t e r  p r e s e n t e d  
e v i d e n c e  which ,  t a k e n  a t  face value ,  e s t ab l i s hed  r igor-  
ous ly  t h e  N-ace ty l  n a t u r e  of oxon i t ine .  JAcoBs c h a n g e d  
t h e  m o l e c u l a r  f o r m u l a  of o x o n i t i n e  to  C~H45012N a n d  
f o u n d  t h a t  hydro lys i s  y ie lded  a s e c o n d a r y  base. Th i s  
c o m p o u n d  was  c o n n e c t e d  a f t e r  r c a c e t y l a t i o n  w i t h  oxoni -  
f ine  w h i c h  h a s  n e v e r  los t  t h e  N-acy l  group.  J u s t  as  
conclusivel3/  as JAcoBs has  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t he  N - a c e t y l  
n a t u r e  of oxon i t ine ,  TURNER 4 ha s  l a t e r  p r o v e d  t h i s  
c o m p o u n d  to  be  a N - f o r m y l  de r iva t ive .  

Now, if all  of t h e  r igorous  ev idence  q u o t e d  is i ndeed  
correct ,  t h e  conc lus ion  is inescapable ,  t h a t  o x o n i t i n e  is 
a m i x t u r e  of t h e  N - f o r m y l  a n d  N - a c e t y l  de r iva t ives .  W e  
'have  r e c e n t l y  desc r ibed  t h e  t o t a l  s y n t h e s i s  of t he  race-  
m a t e  15. The  op t i ca l ly  ac t ive  fo rm of t h i s  c o m p o u n d  
m a y  be  o b t a i n e d  no t  on ly  b y  a s i m p l e  d e g r a d a t i o n  of 
d e l p h i n i n e  b u t  also of a con i t i ne  6, T h e  l a s t  s tep  of t h i s  
d e g r a d a t i o n  cons i s t s  in  t h e  hyd ro lys i s  of 2 to  1 in  t h e  
case  of d e l p h i n i n e  a n d  3 or  2 to  1 in  t h e  case of acon i t ine .  
T h e s e  s t eps  were  o r ig ina l ly  p e r f o r m e d  in 1958 (before 
N M R  a n d  T I C )  a n d  on ly  t h e  c rys t a l l i ne  I b u t  n o t  t h e  
a m o r p h o u s  2 a n d  3 were  ful ly  cha rac t e r i zed .  S ince  we 
h a d  t o  p r e p a r e  1 for  t h e  p u r p o s e  of c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  
our  s y n t h e t i c  r a c e m a t e  we dec ided  to  p r e p a r e  th i s  
c o m p o u n d  n o t  on ly  f r o m  d e l p h i n i n e  b u t  also f r o m  aconi-  
t i ne  a n d  in t h i s  l a t t e r  case to  r e i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p r e c u r s o r  
2 a n d / o r  3. T h i s  shou ld  y ie ld  a c lean  c u t  decis ion a b o u t  
t h e  o x o n i t i n e  N-acy l  such  as t h e  d i r ec t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 
t h e  h i g h l y  inso lub le  n o n v o l a t i l e  a n d  p o l y f u n c t i o n a l  oxoni -  
t i ne  c a n n o t  p rov ide .  
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The  N - a c y l  a r o m a t i z a t i o n  p r o d u c t  f r o m  oxon i t i ne  cor- 
r e s p o n d i n g  to  2 or  3 or a m i x t u r e  of these  c o m p o u n d s  
was  p r e p a r e d  as desc r ibed  p rev ious ly  ". T h e  m a t e r i a l  
r e m a i n e d  a m o r p h o u s  a n d  was  h o m o g e n e o u s  in  TLC.  
Never the l e s s ,  i t  showed  in  t he  m a s s - s p e c t r u m  m o l e c u l a r  
ions  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  b o t h  2 a n d  3 (415, 429) a n d  in  
t h e  N M R - s p e c t r u m  a s ing le t  a t  z = 1.97 p p m  corre-  
s p o n d i n g  to  t h e  f o r m y l  h y d r o g e n  of p u r e  2 ( o b t a i n e d  
e i t h e r  f r o m  d e l p h i n i n e  or  b y  t o t a l  syn thes i s )  a n d  a s ing le t  
a t  z = 7.9 p p m  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  to  t h e  N - a c e t y l  g roup  of 
pu re  3 (ob ta ined  b y  a e e t y l a t i o n  of 1). T h e  m a t e r i a l  
o b v i o u s l y  a m i x t u r e  of 2 a n d  3 was  re f luxed  w i t h  1 0 0  
conc.  hyd roch lo r i c  ac id  in m e t h a n o l .  T h e  bas ic  p r o d u c t  
of t h i s  h y d r o l y s i s  was  ful ly  cha rac t e r i zed  as  1 a n d  
iden t i f i ed  w i t h  a s a m p l e  p r e p a r e d  f rom de lph in ine  a n d  
b y  t o t a l  syn thes i s .  T h e  n e u t r a l  p r o d u c t  of t h e  hydro lys i s  
was  r igorous ly  iden t i f i ed  w i t h  t i le  a c e t y l a t i o n  p r o d u c t  
of I. Thus ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  r igorous ly  p r o v e d  t h a t  t h e  aro-  
m a t i z a t i o n  p r o d u c t  of oxon i t i ne  is a m i x t u r e  of 2 a n d  3 
a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  also ' o x o n i t i n e '  m u s t  be  a m i x t u r e  of 
t he  N - a c e t y l  a n d  N - f o r m y l  de r iva t ives .  Since acon i t ine  
is k n o w n  to  c o n t a i n  v a r y i n g  a m o u n t s  of m e s a c o n i t i n e  t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of t he  n a t u r e  of t he  oxon i t i ne  N-acy l  m a y  
be  a t  l e a s t  in  p a r t  qu i t e  t r i v i a l  a n d  invo lve  t h e  o x i d a t i o n  
of t he  N - m e t h y l  a n d  N - e t h y l  respec t ive ly .  

Zusammen/assung. I )as  Oxon i t in ,  welches  d u r c h  O x y d a -  
t i o n  y o n  A c o n i t i n  m i t  K M n O  4 e n t s t e h t ,  i s t  e in  G e m i s c h  
des  N-Ace ty l -  u n d  N - F o r m y l - D e r i v a t s .  
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M a r m e s i n  o r  Nodakenetin in Ficus  carica L .  

T h e  Moraceae  is l i s ted  a m o n g  those  p l a n t  fami l ies  r i ch  
in c o u m a r i n  cons t i t uen t s .  I n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  psoralenX-a , 
b e r g a p t e n  ~b,3, c o u m a r i n  i tself  3 a n d  umbe l l i f e rone4  are  
r eco rded  in  Ficus spp. Recen t ly ,  DALL'ACQUt~ e t  al.5 h a v e  
r e p o r t e d  t he  occur rence  of 4 ' ,51-d ihydropsora len ,  um-  
be l l i fe rone  a n d  a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  c o m p o u n d  w i t h  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  U V - s p e c t r u m  of a n  o x i g e n a t e d  c o u m a r i n  
in  l eaves  of Ficus carica. C h r o m a t o g r a p h i c  da t a ,  t h e  
f luorescence  u n d e r  U V - l i g h t  a n d  ti le U V - s p e c t r u m  of 
t h e i r  u n k n o w n  c o m p o u n d  m a t c h e d  v e r y  wel l  w i t h  those  
g iven  for  m a r m e s i n  in Ruta pinnata (Rutaceae)6  a n d  in 
Lycopersicon esculentum (So lanaceae)L  T he  fac t  t h a t  
m a r m e s i n  ha s  been  sugges ted  as a n a t u r a l  i n t e r m e d i a t e  

in  t h e  b i o s y n t h e s i s  of  l inea r  f u r o c o u m a r i n s  8 p r o m p t e d  
us to  a fu l l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of t h i s  c o m p o u n d  in F. carica 
leaves.  

Materials and melhods. F r e s h  leaves  (700 g) of F. ca- 
rica L., co l lec ted  in  S e p t e m b e r ,  were h o m o g e n i z e d  w i t h  
m e t h a n o l  (3 1) a t  r o o m  t e m p e r a t u r e .  Af te r  3 h e x t r a c t i o n  
w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  s t i r r ing ,  t h e  suspens ion  was  f i l tered.  
T h e  f i l t r a t e  was  c o n c e n t r a t e d  in v a c u o  to  r e m o v e  t h e  
so lvent ,  a n d  t he  res idue  was t a k e n  up  in 60% m e t h a n o l .  
Ch lo rophy l l s  a n d  o t h e r  fa t - so lub le  m a t e r i a l  were  r e m o v e d  
b y  e x t r a c t i o n  in to  hexane ,  acco rd ing  to STECK a n d  
BAILEY 9. T h e  re s idua l  aqueous  m e t h a n o l  so lu t ion  was  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  in vacuo ,  a n d  t h e  aqueous  res idue  was  sub-  


